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The Math Sciences Building 



Math Sciences was … 

•  Our first real home 
•  The site of many interesting events during 

the formative years 



Move to the New Building 



September 1966 

•  The grad students who enrolled then were 
the last ones to start at the Engineering 
Administration building (ENAD). 

•  This month also saw the appointment of 
John Steele as Associate Director of the 
Computer Sciences Center, responsible 
for its entire operation. 



September 1966 

•  Computers included an IBM 7094 and an 
IBM System/360 Mod. 40. 

•  The CSC announced it would now operate 
24/7. 

•  Compilers were available for Fortran, 
Algol, Cobol, SNOBOL, MAD, Lisp, Slip, 
and a compiler-compiler called TMG 
(“Transmogrify”). 



September 1966 

•  The Purdue fast Fortran translator 
(PUFFT) running under the Purdue time-
sharing system (PTSS) could compile 
50 Fortran IV statements per second. 

•  But PUFFT programs could occupy at 
most 15,000 words of main memory. 



March 1967 

•  We support a new language, PL/I, “which 
combines some of the best features of 
Cobol and Fortran.” 

•  Installation of CDC 6500 computer is 
scheduled for August, after the planned 
move.  Later slipped to October. 



August 1967 

•  Department and computer center move to 
new Math Sciences building. 

•  CS faculty & grad students with offices & 
desks on one floor. 

•  Late night socializing, food/drink 
expeditions. 



October 1967 

•  Not kidding about the socializing 



Building Features 

•  Grad student furniture is doll-sized and 
constructed of pasteboard. 

•  Only one copy machine for the whole 
building (NOT self service, and a charge 
code required). 

•  Elevators that can’t descend to the 
computer center during rush times, 
because of short timeout on the down 
arrows. 



Computer Configurations 
•  Check out those memory sizes! 



September 1968 

•  CS Department and Computer 
Center were formally split. 

•  Prof. Saul Rosen became 
full-time director of the center. 

•  Prof. Samuel Conte remained 
head of the department. 



September 1968 
•  CSC Org Chart 



September 1968 

•  IFIP published its “Draft Report on the 
Algorithmic Language Algol 68.” 

•  Peter Nauer (who wrote the Algol 60 
report) and Saul Rosen declared the 
report almost unreadable. 



December 1969 

•  CSC acquired a second 7094 (used, of 
course). 

•  The original list was $2 million, we paid 
$24 thousand. 

•   It was dubbed the “oil 94.”  Our other one 
was air cooled.   



This presentation was brought to you 
by 



More on the Computer Center 



More on the Computer Center 

•  There are more pictures & documents on 
our reunion website. 



Why the CDC 6500 Instead of 
the IBM 360 Mod 67 

•  IBM dropped the ball.  More is on our 
website. 



Always a Market for an IBM 7094 

•  Years after the CDC 6500 installation we 
bought a second IBM 7094.  Dr. Saul 
Rosen explained why, in a document on 
our website. 



Students Enhanced the Computer 
Center’s Offerings 

•  We participated in the development of 
MACE 

•  We ported many programs to the new 
platforms 

•   See the slides on TEXT90  TEXTJAB 



So Glad You Enjoyed 
TEXTJAB 



Originally there was TEXT90 

•  A SHARE Users Group program that 
Purdue made available on its 7094. 



Credit Where Credit is Due 

•  Originally written at IBM. 



So Then There Was This Seminar 

•  And you had to have a project … 



There Were Two Developers 

•  Don’t know why TSB deferred to JAB on 
naming rights. 



We Weren’t Humble 

•  A tech report from U of Maryland for the 
Office of Naval Research said “TEXT90 is 
the more sophisticated of a variety of text 
editing programs available.” 

•  We then proposed that, on the CDC 6500,  
“even a small addition to TEXT90 would 
give us the most sophisticated text editing 
program available.” 



The TEXTJAB Manual Didn’t Say 
Who Wrote it 

•  The Manual was separate from the 
seminar project report.  Maybe you were 
supposed to think JAB is an action verb. 



The Program Had a Life After JAB & TSB 

•  In 1971 Michael D. Shapiro released 
TXTJABC to produce TEXTJAB output on 
the Gould 4800 Electrostatic Printer. 

•  And then … 



The Program Had a Life After 
Purdue 

•  According to RRR: 
– “At least at CDC where I took it, it had a long 

and productive lifetime morphing from 
TEXTJAB to TXTCODE to TXTFORM to 
TEXTPRO (I think I got them all). Probably 
several thousand design etc documents were 
authored in it over the lifetime and special 
printer trains were created for it.” 



The Trailing Blanks “competition” 

•  We were always collaboratively 
developing programming tricks, and one of 
them was a no-loop way to delete trailing 
blanks.  DJF got an article out of it. 



Dealing With the Bureaucracy 

•  Dave Zichterman / Zimmerman 
•  Door Decorating 
•  Frisbees 
•  … 



Door Decorations 

•  x 



Graduate Students – Fall 1968 



What was where? 

Cross wired 
Thermostats 

Not sure which pair 
of offices 



What was where? 

Frisbee Flight 
Path 



What was where? 

Lost Frisbee  
Flight Path 



The Classes 

•  Catalog page is on our website 



Seminars 



CS 600 in 1967 



CS 600 in 1967 



Fake Quiz 


